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“

Tyndale
graduates are
in the world
influencing
all levels of
society.”

Message from
the President
Gary V. Nelson, DMin
President & Vice Chancellor

This year marks Tyndale University College & Seminary’s
125th anniversary!
In 1894, our humble beginnings
came from an education initiative
among four key denominations
(Anglican, Baptist, Methodist and
Presbyterian) under the name
Toronto Bible Training School
(TBTS). I do not think anyone could
have predicted that it would grow
to be the largest graduate school of
theology in Canada and a thriving and
creative undergraduate university.
There have been name changes over
the years, as well as geographical
relocations, but Tyndale’s mandate
has remained the same: to form and
educate a generation of students
to influence and shape the world
through their everyday lives and
vocations.
Tyndale graduates are in the world
influencing all levels of society. They
have taken on positions as teachers,
lawyers, professors, counsellors,
psychologists and social workers;
others explore science, music and
business; and some are serving in
ministry, church and parachurch
organizations. Tyndale has always

perceived its role as a university
and seminary to equip, intellectually
stimulate and form students in such
a way that they make an impact
wherever they are. Within these
pages are just a few examples of
alumni* who have been doing exactly
that.
To mark this banner year, an
inspiring timeline wall of milestone
dates has been created in the main
hallway adjacent to the Tyndale
Bookstore. We hope you will visit us
and see this snapshot of Tyndale’s
history. Along with a special logo
for Tyndale’s 125 years, designed
to denote this commemorative year,
a number of special celebration
events are being planned. We are
excited to invite alumni, supporters
and all of the Tyndale community
to join us in prayer and at events
throughout the year as we mark this
historic occasion.

*These alumni were honoured as the Distinguished Alumni of 2018-2019 and were celebrated at Homecoming 2018.

Winter/Spring 2019

Advocating for
the Marginalized
Peter Adourian [BA 2011]
Distinguished Alumnus:
Horizon Award

After graduating from Tyndale with a BA
in History, Peter attended law school at
the University of Windsor in a unique
joint degree program where he earned
Canadian and American law degrees.
While in law school, Peter represented
indigent US army veterans in disability
benefits claims. He recently completed
his Masters in Law at Osgoode Hall Law
School in Toronto and practises law in a
criminal defence firm.
Before becoming a criminal defence
lawyer, Peter had not really encountered
the reality of poverty. Issues related
to addiction, mental health, living with
violence and uncertainty are common
themes in the lives of many of his clients.

“

The way I
approach my
practice, a lot of
it is influenced
by my faith
and my faith
informs my
practice.”

As a criminal defence lawyer, his
services are often limited when it comes
to providing additional help beyond his
profession to those who need it most.
More recently, the law society has become
aware of the holistic needs of clients and
the role lawyers can play in directing
them to the necessary resources they
need, such as shelters or counselling
services in the community. Peter
knows he has a specific responsibility.
“Excellence is something that I think
each one of my clients deserves from
me. The way I approach my practice, a
lot of it is influenced by my faith and my
faith informs my practice,” he notes.
Your support ensures the marginalized
receive a high standard of advocacy.
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Being the Hands
and Feet of the
Rhema Word
Rev. Orim Meikle [BRS 1997]
Distinguished Alumnus:
Community Impact Award

“

I really had
to lean on
my Tyndale
experiences as
I found myself
doing so many
things at once.”

Orim first attended Tyndale, known at
the time as Ontario Bible College (OBC),
simply to gain a deeper understanding
of the Word of God, yet the more time he
spent at Tyndale the more he felt a call to
pastoral ministry. Before graduating, he
received an invitation to teach at a local
Bible college where he shared his vision
with a small subset of his students.
Together they founded the early stages
of Rhema Christian Ministries in 1999,
which quickly burgeoned into a vibrant
ministry. “I really had to lean on my
Tyndale experiences as I found myself
doing so many things at once. It was God
that allowed us to manage the growth,”
he shares.
With over 2,000 members, Orim is
the Senior Pastor of Rhema Christian
Ministries of Canada Inc. He also
serves as the Executive Chairman of
Rhema Canada Inc., the entity which
governs Rhema's global foundation and
educational development corporation.
Ministering to the community is a priority
as they meet the needs for education,
housing, food, and clothing as well as
provide care for the elderly. They hope to
address socio-economic needs through
a holistic approach as well. The church
is also finding ways to stay relevant and
accessible to their audience broadcasting
on television, using social medial and
engaging the younger generation. Rhema
Christian Ministries has extended beyond
Toronto and includes a campus church in
Ottawa with plans to move into Calgary
and Vancouver.
You help grow vibrant ministries that
holistically reach local communities.
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Stewarding
God’s Promises
Robert (Bob) Dobson
[Diploma 1970]
Distinguished Alumnus:
National Impact Award

“

I can talk into
people’s lives
about pain,
depression,
disappointment,
loss and loneliness,
but also speak to
it from the point
of view of health
and hope for the
future.”

After graduating from Tyndale (OBC), Bob
worked with the City of Toronto’s Board
of Education for twenty years and then
as Vice President at Northwest Baptist
College and Seminary. Later, he served
on the pastoral team at Cloverdale Baptist
Church, where he developed a program
called “High Power Soccer Camp” in 1996.
Realizing how much the children in the
neighbourhood loved soccer, he combined
the sport with relevant Bible teaching.
This program has since been signed
over to Awana International and is being
implemented worldwide.
In 2006, Bob lost his wife and his mother
in a tragic car accident that also left him
severely injured. During his recovery from
a staggering 37 surgeries, he found he
could share his faith with those suffering
as a result of similar trauma. He has
spoken in different provinces on the topic
of grief, turning a profoundly difficult
experience into a unique forum to minister
and encourage others processing physical
or emotional pain with the message of
Christ. “By stewarding the journey that
God has given, I can talk into people’s lives
about pain, depression, disappointment,
loss and loneliness, but also speak to it
from the point of view of health and hope
for the future.”
Bob and his current wife, Denise, are
involved in Power to Change, Family
Life Canada and the development of the
Blended Family Ministry and Intentional
Spiritual Grandparenting with the aim
of strengthening relationships within
families.

You help ensure the message of hope is
shared amid the darkest times in people’s
lives.
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Intersecting
Faith with the
Mainstream
Dr. Karyn Gordon [MDiv 1997]
Distinguished Alumna:
Global Impact Award

“

…not all of us
are called into
traditional fulltime ministry.
Some of us
are called
specifically to
be a light to the
world…”

During her studies at Tyndale, Karyn often
felt conflicted knowing she was not called
to traditional full-time ministry like many
of her classmates. She attended one
particular chapel where Michael Cassidy
(a Christian political leader) inspired her.
“He gave this wonderful sermon saying
that not all of us are called into full-time
ministry. Some of us are called specifically
to be a light to the world. That was the most
liberating message for me,” Karyn shares.
His words helped alter the direction her
career would take as a leader in the
secular world.
As the founder and CEO of DK Leadership,
Karyn specializes in Emotional Intelligence
for a clientele ranging from young people
seeking clarity for their future careers
to executives of fortune 500 companies
pursuing
leadership
development.
Although her work may not obviously
intersect with her faith, she finds that people
often ask her about what she believes in.
These encounters at business conferences
and places outside church settings have
allowed for honest conversations about
faith with people who would not normally
enter a church.
She has been sought out by many
organizations as a motivational speaker,
delivering over a thousand keynote
addresses around the world. Karyn also
makes regular appearances on major
media outlets, including Good Morning
America (USA), and she is the Resident
Leadership & Relationship Expert for
Cityline (an internationally syndicated talkshow).

Your support ensures that faith-filled
leaders speak on today’s issues in the
world.
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Sharing the Faith
from All Nations
to All Nations
Dr. Robert Cousins
[BTh 1980, DMin 2014]
Distinguished Alumnus:
Lifetime Impact Award

“

At TIM Centre
we believe our
God celebrates
diversity and so
should we.”

Robert came to Canada from Northern
Ireland when he was in his twenties. He felt
led to study at Tyndale (OBC), where he met
and married his wife Sheila. They served
together with the Africa Inland Mission
(AIM) training hundreds of national leaders
for church ministry and later helped to start
Nassa Theological College in Tanzania.
Returning to Canada, Robert served as
Personnel Director of AIM for several
years before being seconded as Director of
MissionPrep, an organization that prepares
missionaries and international workers for
intercultural ministry abroad.
MissionPrep soon provided cross-cultural
training for the newly formed TIM Centre
founded by Dr. Irving Witt in 1998. After
working a few years with the TIM Centre,
Robert became the Director, (succeeding
Dr. Robert Morris) and oversaw the launch
of the Diaspora Initiative. This expanded the
focus of the Centre to equip multicultural
leaders for intercultural missions in local
Canadian cities. The vision of the TIM Centre
became “the church, from all nations to
all nations,” and it became the guiding
framework of the TIM Centre in training
and resourcing emergent leaders for
intercultural ministries. “At TIM Centre we
believe our God celebrates diversity and so
should we. And so should His church,” notes
Robert. With an entrepreneurial mindset,
Robert and his team have developed
strategic partnerships and new programs
that respond to the current needs of the
immigrant community. Recently, Robert
transitioned from the role of Director to a
leadership consultant and will continue to
serve the TIM Centre and the immigrant
community, with Rev. Timothy Tang serving
as the new Director.

You help train leaders to meet the needs
of diverse, local communities.
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You plant seeds to shape the future.
It’s easy to see how much the world needs people who can
articulate their faith. Read everyday news headlines and it becomes
evident. Tyndale alumni and students, prepared with their Tyndale
education, advocate for the marginalized, share hope in darkest
times, speak truth to today’s issues, create vibrant ministries, help
meet the needs of diverse communities - and so much more - as
they build upon a 125 year old legacy.
You make this possible. You help plant seeds today that make an
impact.
Your gifts impact Tyndale’s programs, scholarships and bursaries,
faculty, staff, activities and infrastructure. With your support, the
next generation is equipped with disciplined minds, transformed
characters and passionate faith.
To meet today’s necessities and plant the seeds for tomorrow, the
Tyndale Fund needs to reach $1.5-million by April 30. To date, over
75% has been raised. With just a few short months remaining we
believe this target can be met with your help.
Thank you for all you do in prayer, encouragement and giving.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can help Tyndale
today. Thank you for supporting Tyndale students by sustaining
and advancing the Tyndale mission.
To make a gift to the Tyndale Fund, call 416.226.6620 ext. 4117 or
visit giving.tyndale.ca.

$1,137,075 raised (as of January 15, 2019)

$1,500,000 needed
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Spring
in the

Chapel
An Easter concert directed by
Dr. Melissa Davis, featuring
the Tyndale Community Choir
and more!
Saturday, April 13, 2019
3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Tickets: $25
For more info:
tyndale.ca/easter
416.226.6620 x6721

2019 Events

For more information about upcoming events visit tyndale.ca/events
Mar 5		
Mar 23		
Mar 23		
Mar 30		
May 4		
May 6		
May 11		
May 25		
Jun 19		
Apr 13		

Preaching Conference 2019
A Day with Gary Chapman
Culture, Ethnicity and Diversity
Enneagram Certificate Module 4
Ping Pong Tournament
Spring & Summer Courses begin
Seminary Graduation
University College Graduation
Theraplay® Level 2
Spring in the Chapel

Sep 21		
Dec 7		

Homecoming
Christmas in the Chapel

3377 Bayview Avenue, Toronto
Toronto, ON M2M 3S4
1.877.896.3253
www.tyndale.ca
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